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Why are African Americans so underrepresented when it comes to interest in
nature, outdoor recreation, and environmentalism? In this thought-provoking
study, Carolyn Finney looks beyond the discourse of the environmental justice
movement to examine how the natural environment has been understood,
commodified, and represented by both white and black Americans. Bridging the
fields of environmental history, cultural studies, critical race studies, and
geography, Finney argues that the legacies of slavery, Jim Crow, and racial
violence have shaped cultural understandings of the "great outdoors" and
determined who should and can have access to natural spaces. Drawing on a
variety of sources from film, literature, and popular culture, and analyzing
different historical moments, including the establishment of the Wilderness Act
in 1964 and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Finney reveals the perceived and
real ways in which nature and the environment are racialized in America.
Looking toward the future, she also highlights the work of African Americans
who are opening doors to greater participation in environmental and conservation
concerns.
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Why are African Americans so underrepresented when it comes to interest in nature, outdoor recreation, and
environmentalism? In this thought-provoking study, Carolyn Finney looks beyond the discourse of the
environmental justice movement to examine how the natural environment has been understood,
commodified, and represented by both white and black Americans. Bridging the fields of environmental
history, cultural studies, critical race studies, and geography, Finney argues that the legacies of slavery, Jim
Crow, and racial violence have shaped cultural understandings of the "great outdoors" and determined who
should and can have access to natural spaces. Drawing on a variety of sources from film, literature, and
popular culture, and analyzing different historical moments, including the establishment of the Wilderness
Act in 1964 and the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Finney reveals the perceived and real ways in which
nature and the environment are racialized in America. Looking toward the future, she also highlights the
work of African Americans who are opening doors to greater participation in environmental and
conservation concerns.
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Editorial Review

Review
Makes a clear case for the dominant culture's habitual (though, sometimes unwitting) rejection of African
Americans.--Library Journal Starred Review

A must-read for those who hope to make the parks matter to diverse populations.--Sierra

Weaving scholarly analysis with interviews of leading black environmentalists and ordinary Americans,
Finney traces the environmental legacy of slavery and Jim Crow segregation, which mapped the wilderness
as a terrain of extreme terror and struggle for generations of blacks—as well as a place of refuge.--The
Boston Globe

Finney's exemplary work moves beyond a critique of the movement and popular culture. It carves through
multiple layers of meaning to excavate unique moments of African American environmental history that
demand retelling.--Choice

Offers an engaging interdisciplinary analysis of the historical conditions that shape the whiteness of 'Nature'
in the United States.--American Book Review

Review
Using collective memory, race, and environment, Finney looks at the effect of slavery and Jim Crow
segregation and their key roles in shaping African American connections to place--the 'great outdoors' or the
'environment' more generally. She looks at representation of African Americans in the great outdoors as
being a key site of contestation, of struggle. She also looks at the difficulties inherent in discussions of race
and diversity within environmentalism, and with environmentalists. Finney shines a different light, and
brings a different voice to bear.--Julian Agyeman, Tufts University

A wonderfully written and deeply insightful book that convincingly explodes the one-size-fits-all narrative of
how nature in the United States is both often imagined to be racialized and is, in fact, racialized. Given the
white privileging of geography, the sorts of intellectual-cultural insights offered here could very well be
transformative. This book will stand alone in the field of geographic treatments of race and nature.--Nik
Heynen, University of Georgia



About the Author
Carolyn Finney is assistant professor of geography at the University of Kentucky.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining
the Relationship of African Americans to the Great Outdoors can be good book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Michael Carr:

Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great Outdoors can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great
Outdoors however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage
of crucial contemplating.

Charles Felton:

Beside this kind of Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the
Great Outdoors in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Black Faces, White Spaces:
Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great Outdoors because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from today!

James Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Black Faces, White
Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship of African Americans to the Great Outdoors can be the response, oh



how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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