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The waters of the Nile are fundamental to life in Egypt. In this compelling
ethnography, Jessica Barnes explores the everyday politics of water: a politics
anchored in the mundane yet vital acts of blocking, releasing, channeling, and
diverting water. She examines the quotidian practices of farmers, government
engineers, and international donors as they interact with the waters of the Nile
flowing into and through Egypt. Situating these local practicesin relation to
broader processes that affect Nile waters, Barnes moves back and forth from
farmer to government ministry, from irrigation canal to international water
conference. By showing how the waters of the Nile are constantly made and
remade as aresource by peoplein and outside Egypt, she demonstrates the range
of political dynamics, social relations, and technological interventions that must
be incorporated into understandings of water and its management.
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The waters of the Nile are fundamental to life in Egypt. In this compelling ethnography, Jessica Barnes
explores the everyday politics of water: a palitics anchored in the mundane yet vital acts of blocking,
releasing, channeling, and diverting water. She examines the quotidian practices of farmers, government
engineers, and international donors as they interact with the waters of the Nile flowing into and through
Egypt. Situating these local practicesin relation to broader processes that affect Nile waters, Barnes moves
back and forth from farmer to government ministry, from irrigation canal to international water conference.
By showing how the waters of the Nile are constantly made and remade as a resource by peoplein and
outside Egypt, she demonstrates the range of political dynamics, socia relations, and technol ogical
interventions that must be incorporated into understandings of water and its management.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Cultivating the Nile is an impressive account of something we know little about despite its growing
urgency: the causes of water scarcity in any particular region and the ways that the people affected deal with
it. A significant contribution to the growing literature on water sustainability around the world, Cultivating
the Nileislikely to be discussed for years to come.”

(Steven C. Caton, Harvard University 2014-03-10)

"Readers will be drawn to this book for the timeliness of its topic, an examination of a major case of scarcity
of water, the most basic of al resources. They will read it closely, finding it one of the very few academic
books that is genuinely a page-turner, with its vivid narration, powerful evocations of daily life, and
provocative insights into the workings of power. And they will remember it because it will make them
understand water in a new way, as a substance that has asocia life aswell asamaterial existence.”

(Ben Orlove, Columbia University)

“Barnes argues that water scarcity in Egypt isnot a“‘given’ but rather ‘made,” through the interactions of
bureaucrats, donors, and consumers. . .. Among other fascinating details that Barnes describesis the
country’s massive system of underground drains; if laid end to end, the drains would circle the globe
multiple times.

(Foreign Affairs 2015-05-01)

“[This] book is likely to be a cornerstone in the growing anthropological literature on water by virtue of a
rare combination: of accessibility of language and structure, and complexity of argument and method....
Cultivating the Nile is afascinating account, which is likely to attract the attention of the growing
community of water anthropologists. It also deserves a wide readership within the community of water
policy-makers and others working with resource governance.”

(Mattias Borg Rasmussen Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 2016-04-27)

"Given its ethnographic richness and its analytic originality, this book should be on the shelf of readers who
areinterested in any of the following fields: political ecology, science and technology studies, and Middle
East studies.It will aso certainly find its own place in the emerging literature of our discipline including the
anthropology of infrastructure, the anthropology of water and the anthropology of resource making. Since it
iswritten lucidly and plainly, without jargon, | also expect the book to move beyond the Ivory Tower and to
draw a broad non-academic audience.”

(Bada Choi Social Anthropology 2016-06-01)

"...Barnes s book is afresh and innovative addition to the study of inequality, globalization, and Egypt.
Scholars and students in arange of academic disciplines will find Cultivating the Nile valuable due to its
focus on timely gquestions of the human—nonhuman and the political-natural worlds."

(RaniaK. Sweis American Anthropologist 2016-06-01)

"Cultivating the Nile reaches to a body of research and theoretical horizons not usually covered by
scholarship on everyday politics in Egypt and the Middle East, pointing to the relevance of environmental
politicsin the region to wider theoretical debates on materiality and the role of material substancesin social



theory, nonhuman and distributed patterns of power and agency, and the fluidity and verticality of space. As
such, the book’ s significance extends beyond the limits of its regional scope to speak to wider intellectual
engagements with environmental and spatial issuesin social theory."

(Tamer Elshaya Arab Studies Journal 2016-03-01)

About the Author

Jessica Barnes is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography and the Environment and
Sustainability Program at the University of South Carolina.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ella Cook:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Cultivating the Nile: The Everyday Politics of Water in Egypt
(New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Aslong as we know about how isimportant some sort of book Cultivating the Nile: The Everyday Poalitics of
Water in Egypt (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century). Y ou can add know-how and of course you
can around the world with abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It iscalled e-
book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Allen Scheiber:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertisein
writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Cultivating the Nile:
The Everyday Politics of Water in Egypt (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century).

Mattie Peters;

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Cultivating the Nile: The Everyday Politics
of Water in Egypt (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century), you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Jason Braden:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern eralike now, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the

Cultivating the Nile: The Everyday Politics of Water in Egypt (New Ecologies for the Twenty-First Century)
when you essential it?
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