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From Nebula and Hugo Award—-nominated Carolyn Ives Gilman comes Dark
Orbit, acompelling novel featuring alien contact, mystery, and murder.

Reports of a strange, new habitable planet have reached the Twenty Planets of
human civilization. When ateam of scientistsis assembled to investigate this
world, exoethnologist Sara Callicot is recruited to keep an eye on an unstable
crewmate. Thorawas once a member of the interplanetary elite, but since her
prophetic delusions helped mobilize arevolt on Orem, she's been banished to the
farthest reaches of space, because of the risk that her very presence could revive
unrest.

Upon arrival, the team finds an extraordinary crystalline planet, laden with dark
matter. Then a crew member is murdered and Thora mysteriously disappears.
Thought to be uninhabited, the planet isin fact home to a blind, sentient species
whose members navigate their world with a bizarre vocabulary and extrasensory
perceptions.

Lost in the deep crevasses of the planet among these people, Thoramust battle
her demons and learn to comprehend the native inhabitants in order to find her
crewmates and warn them of an impending danger. But her most difficult task

may liein persuading the crew that some powers lie beyond the boundaries of

science.
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From Nebula and Hugo Award—-nominated Carolyn Ives Gilman comes Dark Orbit, a compelling novel
featuring alien contact, mystery, and murder.

Reports of astrange, hew habitable planet have reached the Twenty Planets of human civilization. When a
team of scientistsis assembled to investigate this world, exoethnologist Sara Callicot is recruited to keep an
eye on an unstable crewmate. Thora was once a member of the interplanetary elite, but since her prophetic
delusions helped mobilize arevolt on Orem, she's been banished to the farthest reaches of space, because of
the risk that her very presence could revive unrest.

Upon arrival, the team finds an extraordinary crystalline planet, laden with dark matter. Then a crew member
is murdered and Thora mysteriously disappears. Thought to be uninhabited, the planet isin fact hometo a
blind, sentient species whose members navigate their world with a bizarre vocabulary and extrasensory
perceptions.

Lost in the deep crevasses of the planet among these people, Thora must battle her demons and learn to
comprehend the native inhabitants in order to find her crewmates and warn them of an impending danger.
But her most difficult task may lie in persuading the crew that some powers lie beyond the boundaries of
science.
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Editorial Review
Review

iO9 Very Best Science Fiction and Fantasy Books of 2015
Kirkus Reviews essential speculative fiction reads for July 2015
Best New Sci-Fi/Fantasy Books of 2015 for July?Nerd Underground

“Wonderfully rich” —Portland Book Review

“Gilman intriguingly weaves together two plotlines: The scientific, theological, and political point of view
on the Escher, aswell as the sense of community under the surface of Iris. Thora' s metaphysical point of
view is narrated through her audio diary as we learn about her past, the stress of adapting to total darkness,
and the valuable skills she learns from the natives. Both plots are thought-provoking and play well off of
each other. The satisfying, yet open-ended conclusion left me wanting more.” ?The Nameless Zine

“DARK ORBIT isold school in ways that fans of classic sci-fi will find delightful: new planets! Weird
spaceships! Strange societies! Alien floraand faunal Reality-warping space! But it also feels
modern?uncalcified and unfussy, bold and unexpected.” ?The Portland Mercury

“Regardless of what type of science fiction enthusiast you are, you will find something wonderful in Dark
Orbit ... Add into that incredibly unique and wonderfully realized challenges that really push the boundaries
of where-no-one-has-gone-before, and you have a book that’ s well worth the read, even if you aren’'t a
hardened science fiction fan.” 2LitStack

“ She delves into thought-provoking speculative science one expects alongside philosophy as ancient as
Plato's cave. Dark Orbit is a stimulating and absorbing story.” —Shelf Awareness

“The story jumps from espionage to murder to first contact to philosophy at dizzying speeds’ ?Publishers
Weekly

“Dark Orbit is a peculiar novel, by turns sharp and gentle, cynical and idealistic, empiricist and mystical.
But its characters are strongly drawn, its universeisrichly sketched, and its proseis sheer delight. It is
deeply compelling in its peculiarities, and probably one of the best novels of science fiction that I’'veread in
the last few years. And it’s fascinating.” ?Tor.com

“Dark Orbit is set in the same Twenty Planets universe as Gilman’s 2010 novel Halfway Human.
Comparisonsto Ursula K. LeGuin are inevitable (and not unwarranted), but Dark Orbit has a strong thread
of thriller-like suspense that keeps one turning the pages. | think a more apt comparison isto the work of
James Tiptree, Jr.” ?Analog

“Dark Orbit is awell-paced and engaging story that doesn't disappoint. The mystery and intrigue buildsto a
climactic ending with several surprises along the way.” —Science Fiction Book Club

“Dark Orbit is afast-paced and grippingly written sci-fi thriller, full of interesting ideas.” —Open Letters
Monthly

“Not only did | find it highly original in some of its concepts, it also left me feeling a bit nostalgic for the



science fiction heyday of authors like Harry Harrison and James E. Gunn.” ?S- Revu
“thought-provoking science-fiction” —Bibliosanctum

“Blending mystery, philosophy, and science gracefully in atwisty plot, Gilman has written a challenging but
ultimately satisfying space adventure that explores how the most basic preconceptions can distort our
outlook. It'sawinner for any sf fan ...” ?Library Journal

“Dark Orbit is astriking work of science fiction, and knowledge?sel f-knowledge, and how the knowledge of
other people can shape a person?is at its heart. It is sharp and glittering and rather more interested in the
philosophy of its physicsthan it isin the science. It’s also a novel about First Contact and the limits of
science’ s ability to classify data that cannot be seen. And damn, isit one hell of anovel.” ?Tor.com

“ A novel that will make you think about perception, human nature?even the nature of reality2while
remaining consistently gripping and moving. Gilman manages to both dig deep into some pretty abstract and
philosophically compelling ideas while writing ahell of a‘first contact’ narrative and also touching on issues
that are very much aive in our lives today. The ending may leave you wanting more, but even on its own,
Dark Orbit remains thought-provoking days later.” ?RT Book Reviews Top Pick, 4 ¥4 stars

“Gilman has created a breathtakingly strange new world, and she's populated it with vivid, compelling
characters. A thoroughly engrossing story with afast-paced plot, memorable characters, and big ideas, this
book is sciencefiction at its very best.” 2Kirkus (starred review)

About the Author

CAROLYN IVES GILMAN is aNebula and Hugo Award-nominated writer of science fiction and fantasy.
Her novelsinclude Halfway Human and the two-volume novel |sles of the Forsaken and Ison of the Isles.
Her short fiction appears in many Best of the Year collections and has been translated into seven languages.
Shelivesin Washington, D.C., and works for the National Museum of the American Indian.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jeanne Gonzales:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Dark Orbit: A
Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Dark Orbit: A Novelisthe main one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the ssimple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
S0 you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Richard Cassidy:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Dark Orbit: A Novel that give



your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for al of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are
ableto pick Dark Orbit: A Novel become your personal starter.

Mary Algandro:

You will get this Dark Orbit: A Novel by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve troubleif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.

Rosa Felton:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromiit. It isidentified as of
book Dark Orbit: A Novel. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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