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The cultural heritage of the Tamils dates back two thousand years. Asa
language, Tamil has existed since the pre-Christian era, around the same time as
the early classical languages Hebrew and Sankrit. The first book on Tamil
grammar, the Tolkappiyam, was written around the fifth century BCE. Today,
Tamil cuisine has captured the imagination of the vegetarian world, and Tamil
cinema, with its heavy political allegories and opera style music, is popular
across the globe. Not confined to their homeland of Tamil Nadu, the Tamils
constitute a powerful diasporain Sri Lanka (where they are fighting for their
political rights), Singapore (where Tamil is one of the national languages), and
Malaysia. The diaspora extends to places as far flung asthe U.K., the U.S,, and
Australia. Tamil temples and cultural centers can be found everywhere from
Pittsburgh to San Francisco and from Texas to Toronto.

The Historical Dictionary of the Tamils presents avivid picture of the Tamils
cultura and literary traditions, both the historic past and the vibrant present. This
is done through alist of acronyms and abbreviations, a chronology, an
introductory essay, a bibliography, black and white photos, maps, and over 500
cross-referenced dictionary entries covering Tamil history from the megalithic
age to present day and Tamil personalities, economics, literature, music, politics,
and cinema. This one-volume reference is an excellent entry point into a deeper
understanding of the cultural milieu of the Tamils.
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The cultural heritage of the Tamils dates back two thousand years. As alanguage, Tamil has existed since
the pre-Christian era, around the same time as the early classical languages Hebrew and Sankrit. The first
book on Tamil grammar, the Tolkappiyam, was written around the fifth century BCE. Today, Tamil cuisine
has captured the imagination of the vegetarian world, and Tamil cinema, with its heavy political allegories
and opera style music, is popular across the globe. Not confined to their homeland of Tamil Nadu, the Tamils
constitute a powerful diasporain Sri Lanka (where they are fighting for their political rights), Singapore
(where Tamil is one of the national languages), and Malaysia. The diaspora extends to places as far flung as
the U.K., the U.S., and Australia. Tamil temples and cultural centers can be found everywhere from
Pittsburgh to San Francisco and from Texasto Toronto.

The Historical Dictionary of the Tamils presents a vivid picture of the Tamils cultural and literary traditions,
both the historic past and the vibrant present. Thisis done through alist of acronyms and abbreviations, a
chronology, an introductory essay, a bibliography, black and white photos, maps, and over 500 cross-
referenced dictionary entries covering Tamil history from the megalithic age to present day and Tamil
personalities, economics, literature, music, politics, and cinema. This one-volume reference is an excellent
entry point into a deeper understanding of the cultural milieu of the Tamils.
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Editorial Review

Review
The volume will make an excellent addition to academic libraries, both colleges and larger high schools, as
well asto genera library systems. (American Reference Books Annual)

[A] straightforward, meticulously researched text. Recommended for cultural studies and South Asian-
oriented collections. (Library Journal)

If one wanted to get some initial information on contemporary figuresin Tamil political, cultural and
economic life, then thiswould eb the volime to refer to? in fact, the lively entriesinformed by an insider
knowledge of contemporary figuresin Chennai metropolitan life are one of the unusual aspects of this
dictionary and certainly among its strengths. So, in effect, imagining a potential reader who wishesto gain
some knowledge of contemporary Tamil metropolitan politics and personages as a preliminary to beginning
research on the subject? for such a person this dictionary would be a useful tool. (Srilata Raman, University
of Toronto, 2008 Journal of the American Oriental Society)

The approximately 500 cross-referenced entries of this dictionary provide a portrait of the history and culture
of the Tamil-speaking people of Tamil Nadu (in India) and in diasporain Sri Lanka, Singapore, and
Maaysia. Covering the megalithic age to the present day, Ramaswamy (history, Jawarharlal Nehru U., India)
offersinformation on Tamil history, significant people, economics, the arts, and politics. She also provides
an introductory essay on Tamil history and culture, a chronology, and thematic bibliographies. (Reference
and Research Book News)

The Tamils are known for their rich culture, brilliant intellects, powerful language, and vigorous economic
and social advance. This book makes millennia of Tamil history, and its colourful contemporary politics,
come alive. (Professor Surjit Mansingh, formerly School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University)

This book is an invaluable resource for the history and culture of the Tamils, whose extraordinarily rich
traditions of more than 2000 years form a basic part of both ancient and modern India. (Professor George
Hart, Chair in Tamil Studies, University of California, Berkeley)

About the Author
Vijaya Ramaswamy is a professor at the Centre for Historical Studiesin the School of Social Sciences at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charline Fendley:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any hews even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously



which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen with you if you take Historical Dictionary of the Tamils (Historical Dictionaries
of Peoples and Cultures) as the daily resource information.

Floy Knowles:

Why? Because this Historical Dictionary of the Tamils (Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distressyou
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | ended up
you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Crew:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Historical Dictionary of the Tamils
(Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you till
want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Patricia Howland:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short timeto read it because all thistime you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Historical Dictionary of the Tamils (Historical Dictionaries of Peoples and Cultures) can be your answer asiit
can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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