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Since publication of the first edition more than twenty years ago, The Comedy of
Survival has been credited as the founding work in the field of literary ecology,
the study of relationships between the literary arts and scientific ecology. Here,
Joseph Meeker expands upon his consideration of comedy and tragedy, not as
dramatic motifs for humor and sadness but rather as forms of adaptive behavior
in the natural world that either promote our survival (comedy) or estrange us
from other life forms (tragedy).

In this third major edition of his classic work, Meeker examines the role of
literature in shaping such behavior. Drawing upon centuries of western writing
from Dante to Shakespeare to E. O. Wilson, he demonstrates the universality of
comedy in both human and animal behavior and shows how the comic mode
helps us to live in harmony with nature. Meeker then defines the tragic view of
life, interweaving that behavior with exploitation of the environment. With
imagination and flair, the author also introduces the idea of a play ethic, as
opposed to a work ethic, and demonstrates the importance of play as a necessary
and desirable component of the comic spirit.

Within a growing body of environmental literature dealing with spirituality,
ethics, ecofeminism, nature writing, and alternative lifestyles, Meeker's is a one-
of-a-kind book, combining elements of literary criticism, ethology, New Age
thinking, and personal narrative. Full of provocative twists and turns, The
Comedy of Survival is a book for literary critics, environmentalists, human
ecologists, philosophers, and anthropologists. Many will find much to ponder in
this clear explication of how we might become better stewards of the Earth.
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Since publication of the first edition more than twenty years ago, The Comedy of Survival has been credited
as the founding work in the field of literary ecology, the study of relationships between the literary arts and
scientific ecology. Here, Joseph Meeker expands upon his consideration of comedy and tragedy, not as
dramatic motifs for humor and sadness but rather as forms of adaptive behavior in the natural world that
either promote our survival (comedy) or estrange us from other life forms (tragedy).

In this third major edition of his classic work, Meeker examines the role of literature in shaping such
behavior. Drawing upon centuries of western writing from Dante to Shakespeare to E. O. Wilson, he
demonstrates the universality of comedy in both human and animal behavior and shows how the comic mode
helps us to live in harmony with nature. Meeker then defines the tragic view of life, interweaving that
behavior with exploitation of the environment. With imagination and flair, the author also introduces the idea
of a play ethic, as opposed to a work ethic, and demonstrates the importance of play as a necessary and
desirable component of the comic spirit.

Within a growing body of environmental literature dealing with spirituality, ethics, ecofeminism, nature
writing, and alternative lifestyles, Meeker's is a one-of-a-kind book, combining elements of literary criticism,
ethology, New Age thinking, and personal narrative. Full of provocative twists and turns, The Comedy of
Survival is a book for literary critics, environmentalists, human ecologists, philosophers, and anthropologists.
Many will find much to ponder in this clear explication of how we might become better stewards of the
Earth.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

This book untitled The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play Ethic to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Chung England:

Often the book The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play Ethic will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play
Ethic is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Jan Dixon:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play Ethic we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
with that book The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play Ethic. You can more pleasing than
now.

Rodolfo Buker:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Comedy of Survival: Literary
Ecology and a Play Ethic to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play



Ethic can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of their time.
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