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This book provides a fresh approach to Singapore English, by focusing on its
cultural connotations. The author, a native Singaporean, explores a range of
aspects of this rich variety of English - including address forms, cultural
categories, particles and interjections - and links particular words to particular
cultural norms. By using the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach,
which is free from technical terminology, he explains the relationship between
meaning and culture with maximal clarity, and an added strength of this study
lies in its use of authentic examples and pictures, which offer a fascinating
glimpse of Singaporean life. Through comparisons with Anglo English, it also
explores some difficulties associated with Standard English and cultural
misunderstanding. Lending a unique local perspective and written with an
incisiveness that makes it ideal for both academic and non-academic readers, this
book will appeal to all those interested in Singapore English and its cultural
values.
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This book provides a fresh approach to Singapore English, by focusing on its cultural connotations. The
author, a native Singaporean, explores a range of aspects of this rich variety of English - including address
forms, cultural categories, particles and interjections - and links particular words to particular cultural norms.
By using the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach, which is free from technical terminology, he
explains the relationship between meaning and culture with maximal clarity, and an added strength of this
study lies in its use of authentic examples and pictures, which offer a fascinating glimpse of Singaporean life.
Through comparisons with Anglo English, it also explores some difficulties associated with Standard
English and cultural misunderstanding. Lending a unique local perspective and written with an incisiveness
that makes it ideal for both academic and non-academic readers, this book will appeal to all those interested
in Singapore English and its cultural values.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wong unravels the semantic, pragmatic and structural intricacies of Singlish, treating it not as a variety of
English but as a language in its own right. Fresh, strong and original, this is a book for everyone interested in
language, culture and meaning."
Cliff Goddard, Griffith University

"Jock O. Wong's study of English in Singapore is a major contribution to our understanding of not only the
semantic structuring of "Singlish" but moreover to studies of pragmatics and culture. The latter is
demonstrated broadly by considerations of data from everyday conversations, email and chat rooms, and
analyses of the meanings activated in such usage. The consideration of various linguistic devices such as
forms of address, various cultural categories, including tonal qualities, all demonstrate how the use of a
rigorous Semantic Metalanguage clarifies specific cultural meanings that are associated with Singlish and
everyday language."
Donal Carbaugh, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

About the Author
Jock O. Wong is a Lecturer in Academic English at the National University of Singapore (NUS).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in
English Language) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It
is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

Vickie Reed:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a reserve. The book The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language) it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.



Darla Kemp:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. 1
activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition info. Even you love The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language),
you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Katherine Velasquez:

You can find this The Culture of Singapore English (Studies in English Language) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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