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Is socialism morally superior to other systems of political economy, evenif it
faces practical difficulties? In The End of Socialism, James R. Otteson explores
socialism as asystem of political economy - that is, from the perspectives of both
moral philosophy and economic theory. He examines the exact nature of the
practical difficulties socialism faces, which turn out to be greater than one might
initially suppose, and then asks whether the moral ideals it champions - equality,
fairness, and community - are important enough to warrant attempts to overcome
these difficulties nonetheless, especialy in light of the alleged moral failings of
capitalism. The result is an examination of the "end of socialism," both in the
sense of the moral goals it proposes and in the results of its unfolding logic.
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Is socialism morally superior to other systems of political economy, evenif it faces practical difficulties? In
The End of Socialism, James R. Otteson explores socialism as a system of political economy - that is, from
the perspectives of both moral philosophy and economic theory. He examines the exact nature of the
practical difficulties socialism faces, which turn out to be greater than one might initially suppose, and then
asks whether the moral ideals it champions - equality, fairness, and community - are important enough to
warrant attempts to overcome these difficulties nonetheless, especialy in light of the alleged moral failings
of capitalism. The result is an examination of the "end of socialism," both in the sense of the moral goals it
proposes and in the results of its unfolding logic.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Distinguishing between what socialism has meant 'in principle’ and what it has meant 'in practice, James
Otteson deftly dissects the key claims that underlie the resurgent reliance on the state in society. In doing so,
he harks back to a pre-Marxist conception of 'socialism’, finessing a narrow focus on state-owned enterprise.
This debate - the real debate - over socialism is as old as Plato, and as new as tomorrow's newspaper. A
serious treatment of a serious subject.”

Michael Munger, Duke University

"James Otteson is avery rare beast: he combines profound understanding with crystal-clear writing. This
book is a devastating elucidation of the practical and theoretical difficulties that have caused the repeated
failure of all systems of centralized planning, and socialism in particular."

Matt Ridley, author of The Rational Optimist

About the Author

James R. Otteson specializesin political philosophy, the history of economic thought, and political economy.
He isthe author of Adam Smith's Marketplace of Life (Cambridge, 2002) and Actual Ethics (Cambridge,
2006), the latter of which won the 2007 Templeton Enterprise Award. He is also the editor of The Levellers:
Overton, Walwyn, and Lilburne, five volumes (2003). His most recent book is Adam Smith (2013). Otteson
is Executive Director and Teaching Professor in the School of Business at Wake Forest University, Research
Professor in the Department of Philosophy and in the Center for the Philosophy of Freedom at the University
of Arizona, and Senior Scholar at the Fund for American Studies in Washington, DC.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Deborah Rinehart:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The End of Socialism. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading abook. Aslong aswe know about how isimportant a book The End of Socialism.
Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let'sexamine.

Paula Shepard:

The event that you get from The End of Socialism may be the more deep you digging the information that
hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but The End of Socialism giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this



particular The End of Socialism instantly.

Ryan Young:

Beside that The End of Sacialism in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The End of Socialism because
this book offersto your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find
this book and also read it from right now!

Glenn Stops:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The End of Socialism we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative
person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being
doubt to change your life by this book The End of Socialism. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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