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"Many technical studies within classics or comp lit make one feel inferior,
lacking in the requisite languages or critical grammar. Moss's work, to the
contrary, gives the intelligent reader all that is necessary."--William G. Doty,
Auburn University

The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama is a critical study of what makes tragedy
tragic. Leonard Moss seeks an answer in his readings of three seminal
philosophers of tragedy: Plato, Hegel, and Nietzsche. He then takes the subject a
step farther by directly applying their different philosophical approaches to the
underlying ethical contradictions operating in tragedy, as well as to the technical
resources of tragic drama.
Discussing tragic elements of major works from the Greeks to Shakespeare to
Kafka and outlining the continuities that link them through time, Moss claims
that protagonists normally display stereotypical attributes of masculinity or
femininity that ultimately lead to their undoing. Principal figures in tragic dramas
of classical Athens are seen as victims of a profound egoism that distorts their
idealized image with self-pity, anxiety, and wrath. Shakespeare's noblest
characters, too, turn themselves into victims of an intense fixation on power and
perfection.
According to Moss, Shakespeare and the Athenians were delivering a radical
critique of their respective cultures' notions about human excellence; they were
playing variations on a single theme. The tragic hero doesn't only self-destruct,
he or she personifies the inconsistency of an entire value system. Moss connects
this theory to specific literary techniques to describe how ethical considerations
are embodied in the images, narrative format, and rhetoric fashioned by great
tragedians.
Leonard Moss, professor emeritus of comparative literature at the State
University of New York at Geneseo, currently edits the journal of the Rhode
Island Jewish Historical Association in Providence. He is the author of Arthur
Miller and of many articles on tragic drama.
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"Many technical studies within classics or comp lit make one feel inferior, lacking in the requisite languages
or critical grammar. Moss's work, to the contrary, gives the intelligent reader all that is necessary."--William
G. Doty, Auburn University

The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama is a critical study of what makes tragedy tragic. Leonard Moss seeks
an answer in his readings of three seminal philosophers of tragedy: Plato, Hegel, and Nietzsche. He then
takes the subject a step farther by directly applying their different philosophical approaches to the underlying
ethical contradictions operating in tragedy, as well as to the technical resources of tragic drama.
Discussing tragic elements of major works from the Greeks to Shakespeare to Kafka and outlining the
continuities that link them through time, Moss claims that protagonists normally display stereotypical
attributes of masculinity or femininity that ultimately lead to their undoing. Principal figures in tragic dramas
of classical Athens are seen as victims of a profound egoism that distorts their idealized image with self-pity,
anxiety, and wrath. Shakespeare's noblest characters, too, turn themselves into victims of an intense fixation
on power and perfection.
According to Moss, Shakespeare and the Athenians were delivering a radical critique of their respective
cultures' notions about human excellence; they were playing variations on a single theme. The tragic hero
doesn't only self-destruct, he or she personifies the inconsistency of an entire value system. Moss connects
this theory to specific literary techniques to describe how ethical considerations are embodied in the images,
narrative format, and rhetoric fashioned by great tragedians.
Leonard Moss, professor emeritus of comparative literature at the State University of New York at Geneseo,
currently edits the journal of the Rhode Island Jewish Historical Association in Providence. He is the author
of Arthur Miller and of many articles on tragic drama.
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From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama.

Herbert Turley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Thomas Garrett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Excess of Heroism in Tragic
Drama e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Randy Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You



can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The Excess of Heroism in Tragic Drama this guide consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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