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With a single observation, Rudolf Steiner can sometimes outline a radically new
reality that changes everything. Here, he introduces these extraordinary lectures
by proposing that the boundary between the physical and spiritual worlds “lies
right in the middle of the human being.”

One indication of this boundary may be found in what science mistakenly
differentiates as the sensory and motor nerves, which for Steiner, do not represent
two kinds of nerve functions, but rather a gap, or interruption, through which
soul, spiritual reality incarnates, and through which the spiritual world
participates in the natural, physical world. This gap allows us to experience
inwardly and take part in not only the outer world, but also in the spiritual world
and the world of those who have died. It also functions as the boundary between
the conscious and subconscious.

The lectures that loosely follow this introduction go into the vast field of the dead
and the spiritual worlds and the many ways that these influence and become
involved in human and earthly life. Steiner shows how the living and the dead
(along with the whole spiritual world) are intimately interrelated. History itself is
the result of this interweaving activity, whose influences “flow right into our
daily lives.” Realizing “this feeling of being together with the dead” is essential
for human development.

The reader’s understanding of the influence of those who have died on human
destiny deepens with each lecture, as Steiner shows how this reality becomes
existential?a matter of personal decision?through the Archangel Michael’s great
action in 1979, when he assumed responsibility for the guidance of humankind.

Thus, together with Michael and the whole spiritual world, those who have died
call upon us to change our consciousness.

The Influence of the Dead on Destiny is the first complete English translation
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from the German of Geistige Wesen und Ihre Wirkung Geschichtliche
Notwendigkeit und Freiheit. Schicksalseinwirkungen aus der Welt der Toten.
Band III (GA 179).
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With a single observation, Rudolf Steiner can sometimes outline a radically new reality that changes
everything. Here, he introduces these extraordinary lectures by proposing that the boundary between the
physical and spiritual worlds “lies right in the middle of the human being.”

One indication of this boundary may be found in what science mistakenly differentiates as the sensory and
motor nerves, which for Steiner, do not represent two kinds of nerve functions, but rather a gap, or
interruption, through which soul, spiritual reality incarnates, and through which the spiritual world
participates in the natural, physical world. This gap allows us to experience inwardly and take part in not
only the outer world, but also in the spiritual world and the world of those who have died. It also functions as
the boundary between the conscious and subconscious.

The lectures that loosely follow this introduction go into the vast field of the dead and the spiritual worlds
and the many ways that these influence and become involved in human and earthly life. Steiner shows how
the living and the dead (along with the whole spiritual world) are intimately interrelated. History itself is the
result of this interweaving activity, whose influences “flow right into our daily lives.” Realizing “this feeling
of being together with the dead” is essential for human development.

The reader’s understanding of the influence of those who have died on human destiny deepens with each
lecture, as Steiner shows how this reality becomes existential?a matter of personal decision?through the
Archangel Michael’s great action in 1979, when he assumed responsibility for the guidance of humankind.

Thus, together with Michael and the whole spiritual world, those who have died call upon us to change our
consciousness.

The Influence of the Dead on Destiny is the first complete English translation from the German of Geistige
Wesen und Ihre Wirkung Geschichtliche Notwendigkeit und Freiheit. Schicksalseinwirkungen aus der Welt
der Toten. Band III (GA 179).
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925) was born in the small village of Kraljevec, Austro-Hungarian Empire (now in
Croatia), where he grew up. As a young man, he lived in Weimar and Berlin, where he became a well-
published scientific, literary, and philosophical scholar, known especially for his work with Goethe’s
scientific writings. At the beginning of the twentieth century, he began to develop his early philosophical
principles into an approach to systematic research into psychological and spiritual phenomena. Formally
beginning his spiritual teaching career under the auspices of the Theosophical Society, Steiner came to use
the term Anthroposophy (and spiritual science) for his philosophy, spiritual research, and findings. The
influence of Steiner’s multifaceted genius has led to innovative and holistic approaches in medicine, various
therapies, philosophy, religious renewal, Waldorf education, education for special needs, threefold
economics, biodynamic agriculture, Goethean science, architecture, and the arts of drama, speech, and
eurythmy. In 1924, Rudolf Steiner founded the General Anthroposophical Society, which today has branches
throughout the world. He died in Dornach, Switzerland.

Christopher Bamford is Editor in Chief for SteinerBooks and its imprints. A Fellow of the Lindisfarne
Association, he has lectured, taught, and written widely on Western spiritual and esoteric traditions. He is the
author of The Voice of the Eagle: The Heart of Celtic Christianity (1990) and An Endless Trace: The
Passionate Pursuit of Wisdom in the West (2003). He has also translated and edited numerous books,
including Celtic Christianity: Ecology and Holiness (1982); Homage to Pythagoras: Rediscovering Sacred
Science; and The Noble Traveller: The Life and Writings of O. V. de L. Milosz (all published by Lindisfarne
Books). HarperSanFrancisco included an essay by Mr. Bamford in its anthology Best Spiritual Writing 2000.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Influence of the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The Collected
Works of Rudolf Steiner). Try to make the book The Influence of the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The
Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.



James Reed:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Influence of the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The
Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book The Influence of the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The Collected
Works of Rudolf Steiner). You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donald Murphy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Influence of the Dead
on Destiny: (CW 179) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner). All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Eileen Schmitt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Influence of
the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
The Influence of the Dead on Destiny: (CW 179) (The Collected Works of Rudolf Steiner) become your own
personal starter.
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