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Based on primary sources, many of which have never been published or
examined in detail, this book examines the music of the late seventeenth-century
composers, Biber, Schmeltzer and Muffat, and the compositions preserved in the
extensive Moravian archives in Kromeriz. These works have never before been
fully examined in the cultural and conceptual contexts of their time. Charles E.
Brewer sets these composers and their music within a framework that first
examines the basic Baroque concepts of instrumental style, and then provides a
context for the specific works. The dances of Schmeltzer, for example,
functioned both as incidental music in Viennese operas and as music for
elaborate court pantomimes and balls. These same cultural practices also account
for some of Biber's most programmatic music, which accompanied similar
entertainments in Kromeriz and Salzburg. The many sonatas by these composers
have also been misunderstood by not being placed in a context where it was
normal to be entertained in church and edified in court.

Many of the works discussed here remain unpublished but have, in recent years,
been recorded. This book enhances our understanding and appreciation of these
recordings by providing an analysis of the context in which the works were first
performed.
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Based on primary sources, many of which have never been published or examined in detail, this book
examines the music of the late seventeenth-century composers, Biber, Schmeltzer and Muffat, and the
compositions preserved in the extensive Moravian archives in Kromeriz. These works have never before
been fully examined in the cultural and conceptual contexts of their time. Charles E. Brewer sets these
composers and their music within a framework that first examines the basic Baroque concepts of
instrumental style, and then provides a context for the specific works. The dances of Schmeltzer, for
example, functioned both as incidental music in Viennese operas and as music for elaborate court
pantomimes and balls. These same cultural practices also account for some of Biber's most programmatic
music, which accompanied similar entertainments in Kromeriz and Salzburg. The many sonatas by these
composers have also been misunderstood by not being placed in a context where it was normal to be
entertained in church and edified in court.

Many of the works discussed here remain unpublished but have, in recent years, been recorded. This book
enhances our understanding and appreciation of these recordings by providing an analysis of the context in
which the works were first performed.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Brewer bases his exhaustive, scholarly and highly readable and illuminating analyses of the work of these
three composers and their contemporaries on stylistic considerations.' Classical Net 'Most performers of the
repertoire alluded to in the book's title should read it. ... a valuable contribution to our knowledge and
understanding of 17th-century Austro-German music...' Early Music Review 'Charles E. Brewer's book is a
seminal work about instrumental music of the 17th century in the parts of Europe under Habsburg rule,
which Manfred F. Bukofzer mentions only tangentially in his splendid monograph. Even if the reader will
not necessarily agree completely with certain opinions, the quantity of knowledge and context compiled in
the book is imposing and valuable. No researcher dealing with music of the 17th century will be able to
ignore Brewer's book.' Hudebni veda

About the Author
Charles E. Brewer is Associate Professor of Musicology at The College of Music of The Florida State
University and Director of the Early Music Ensembles. His research interests have focused on the broader
questions of music and culture both during the Middle Ages and Baroque period. Beginning with his
dissertation on the music of medieval Poland, much of his published work has been focused on the early
music of Central and East Central Europe. He has worked in many of the archives and libraries in the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia with the support of the Fulbright-Hays Commission, the
International Research and Exchanges Board, the Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund for Music, and the
National Endowment for the Humanities. He is also an avid performer on early keyboard instruments and is
currently editing a number of unpublished sonatas by C.P.E. Bach.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Here thing why this kind of The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Instrumental Music of
Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Instrumental Music of
Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber,
Muffat and their Contemporaries in e-book can be your option.

David Russell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the



book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Instrumental
Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Debra Jones:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and
their Contemporaries it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Terry Burrows:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Instrumental Music of
Schmeltzer, Biber, Muffat and their Contemporaries that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Instrumental Music of Schmeltzer, Biber,
Muffat and their Contemporaries become your current starter.
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