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‘The primary purpose of an engraved gem or ring-bezel, cut in intaglio, was to
make an impression upon some fictile material…, which would be understood by
the owner of the device, and by his associates, as a personal signature.’ So began
Martin Henig’s original BAR Number 8 from 1978, in the British Series of
British Archaeological Reports, a catalogue and study of over 1000 Roman
engraved gemstones from the British Isles. Nearly 30 years later comes the third
edition of this study, the new Preface to which concludes: ‘Over the years I have
thought more about gems in relation to other arts and have integrated glyptics
into my book on The Art of Roman Britain (1995). Several papers I have written
recently have attempted to use gems, like sculpture, painting and bronzes to
elucidate general artistic problems. This should be obvious but how many art-
historians seem to have the inclination to take gems seriously? At least interest in
provincial glyptics seems greater today and that gives me grounds for hope.
Important studies are being conducted across the Empire ranging from Belgium
… and Portugal …, to Turkey … and Israel. It is for each new generation to
reassess the evidence, in the case of our subject with the aid of new techniques,
of computing on the one hand and scientific analysis of materials and cutting
techniques on the other. In addition the fresh eye of youth is always invaluable.
Someone else can often see what should have been obvious to one all the time.
(Wolfson College, Oxford. Feast of St Frideswide, 2005)’ 
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‘The primary purpose of an engraved gem or ring-bezel, cut in intaglio, was to make an impression upon
some fictile material…, which would be understood by the owner of the device, and by his associates, as a
personal signature.’ So began Martin Henig’s original BAR Number 8 from 1978, in the British Series of
British Archaeological Reports, a catalogue and study of over 1000 Roman engraved gemstones from the
British Isles. Nearly 30 years later comes the third edition of this study, the new Preface to which concludes:
‘Over the years I have thought more about gems in relation to other arts and have integrated glyptics into my
book on The Art of Roman Britain (1995). Several papers I have written recently have attempted to use
gems, like sculpture, painting and bronzes to elucidate general artistic problems. This should be obvious but
how many art-historians seem to have the inclination to take gems seriously? At least interest in provincial
glyptics seems greater today and that gives me grounds for hope. Important studies are being conducted
across the Empire ranging from Belgium … and Portugal …, to Turkey … and Israel. It is for each new
generation to reassess the evidence, in the case of our subject with the aid of new techniques, of computing
on the one hand and scientific analysis of materials and cutting techniques on the other. In addition the fresh
eye of youth is always invaluable. Someone else can often see what should have been obvious to one all the
time. (Wolfson College, Oxford. Feast of St Frideswide, 2005)’ 
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Martin Henig

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the information
or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites BAR BS8 (BAR British Series), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Donna Cancel:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites BAR BS8 (BAR British Series).

Barbara Kimmel:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites BAR BS8 (BAR British
Series) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.



Loretta Pena:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Corpus of Roman Engraved Gemstones from British
Sites BAR BS8 (BAR British Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book
you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Corpus of
Roman Engraved Gemstones from British Sites BAR BS8 (BAR British Series).
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