I
b
[
-l
as]
<

DIS

Critical Disability Theory: Essays in
Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law
and Society (Paperback))

From UBC Press

Read Online ©

Critical Disability Theory: Essaysin Philosophy, Palitics, Policy, and Law
(Law and Society (Paperback)) From UBC Press

People with disabilities in Canada experience and inhabit a system of deep
structural, economic, social, political, legal, and cultural inequality — aregime of
dis-citizenship. Despite the widespread belief that Canadais a country of liberty,
equality, and inclusion, many persons with disabilities experience social
exclusion and marginalization. They are socialy constructed as second-class
citizens.

Critical Disability Theory inquires into the possibilities and parameters of a
critical theory of disability. Its essays argue that accommodating equality for the
disabled is not fundamentally a question of medicine or health, nor isit just an
issue of sensitivity or compassion. Rather, it is aquestion of palitics, of power
and powerlessness. Conventional understandings of disability are dependent
upon assumptions that characterize disability as misfortune and by implication
privilege the “norma” over the “abnormal.” Consequently, it is presumed that
societal organization based upon able-bodied and -minded norms is inevitable
and the best we can do is show sympathy or pity. This book argues that we need
new ways to think about the nature of disability, a new understanding of
participatory citizenship that encompasses the disabled, new policies to respond
to their needs, and a new vision of their entitlements.

Twenty-four scholars from a variety of disciplines come together here to identify
the problems with traditional approaches to disability and to provide new
directions. The essays range from focused empirical and experiential studies of
different disabilities, to policy analyses, legal interrogations, and philosophical
reconsiderations. The result will be of interest to policy makers, professionals,
academics, non-governmental organizations, and grass-roots activists.
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People with disabilities in Canada experience and inhabit a system of deep structural, economic, social,
political, legal, and cultural inequality — aregime of dis-citizenship. Despite the widespread belief that

Canadais a country of liberty, equality, and inclusion, many persons with disabilities experience social
exclusion and marginalization. They are socially constructed as second-class citizens.

Critical Disability Theory inquiresinto the possibilities and parameters of a critical theory of disability. Its
essays argue that accommaodating equality for the disabled is not fundamentally a question of medicine or
health, nor isit just an issue of sensitivity or compassion. Rather, it is a question of politics, of power and
powerlessness. Conventional understandings of disability are dependent upon assumptions that characterize
disability as misfortune and by implication privilege the “normal” over the “abnormal.” Consequently, it is
presumed that societal organization based upon able-bodied and -minded norms is inevitable and the best we
can do is show sympathy or pity. This book argues that we need new ways to think about the nature of
disability, a new understanding of participatory citizenship that encompasses the disabled, new policiesto
respond to their needs, and anew vision of their entitlements.

Twenty-four scholars from avariety of disciplines come together here to identify the problems with
traditional approaches to disability and to provide new directions. The essays range from focused empirical
and experiential studies of different disabilities, to policy analyses, legal interrogations, and philosophical
reconsiderations. The result will be of interest to policy makers, professional's, academics, non-governmental
organizations, and grass-roots activists.
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Editorial Review

Review

The essays in this collection demonstrate how social values, institutional priorities, and political will have
identified current concepts of 2disability?; at the same time, these authors challenge us to re-think our
assumptions and our categoriesto forge a new vision of equality, one that takes account of Awho and what
gets valued, and who and what gets marginalized.? This collection is important for all Canadians who want
to understand the lived experiences of persons with disabilities, who want to make a differencein their lives -
by transforming their 2dis-citizenship? into valuable contributions to our collective life as citizens. ? Mary
Jane Massman, Osgoode Hall Law Schaool, Y ork University

About the Author
Dianne Pathier and Richard Devlin are professors in the Faculty of Law at Dalhousie University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Coker:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Critical Disability Theory:
Essaysin Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback)) book because book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Gerard Pucci:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Critical Disability Theory: Essaysin
Philosophy, Palitics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback)) as the daily resource information.

Christopher Gaul:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Critical Disability Theory: Essaysin Philosophy, Politics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society
(Paperback)) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that



maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word writtenin ae-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previousto. The
Critical Disability Theory: Essaysin Philosophy, Palitics, Policy, and Law (Law and Society (Paperback))
giving you adifferent experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern hereis your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jillian Diaz:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Critical Disability Theory: Essaysin Philosophy, Palitics, Policy, and Law (Law
and Society (Paperback)) this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explainitis
easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book acceptable al of you.
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