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The best-selling author of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series deftly
escorts Jane Austen’s beloved, meddlesome heroine into the twenty-first century
in this delightfully inventive retelling.
 
The summer after university, Emma Woodhouse returns home to the village of
Highbury to prepare for the launch of her interior design business. As she
cultivates grand plans for the future, she re-enters the household of her
hypochondriac father, who has been living alone on a steady diet of vegetables
and vitamin supplements. Soon Emma befriends Harriet Smith, the naïve but
charming young teacher’s assistant at an English-language school run by the
hippie-ish Mrs. Goddard. Harriet is Emma’s inspiration to do the two things she
does best: offer guidance to those less wise in the ways of the world and put her
matchmaking skills to good use.
 
Happily, this summer presents abundant opportunities for her to do just that, as
many friends, both old and new, are drawn into the sphere of Emma’s
occasionally injudicious counsel: Frank Churchill, the attractive stepson of
Emma’s former governess; George Knightley, Emma’s brother-in-law and dear
friend; the charming yet self-important Philip Elton; and, of course, the perfect
(and perfectly vexing) Jane Fairfax.
 
Alexander McCall Smith’s gentle satire and cozy, old-fashioned sensibility prove
to be the perfect match for Jane Austen’s wit and characters. Though carriages
have been replaced by Mini Coopers and cups of tea with cappuccinos, Emma’s
story is wonderfully timeless.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Perhaps the out-and-out funniest of Jane Austen's books. Telling the story of a heroine Austen feared readers
would actively dislike, Emma has turned out to be a character whose creation was necessary to the
development of the spoiled rich kid genre of literature, TV and movies. Since Emma knows what's best for
everybody, she sets about trying to straighten the world out. It doesn't work. Fortunately, before completely
screwing up everyone else's life, she gets her head screwed on straight and for the first time sees what it's all
about.

From Library Journal
This is another case where a classic is being reprinted simply as a tie-in to a TV/feature film presentation.
Libraries, nonetheless, can benefit by picking up a quality hardcover for a nice price.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“McCall Smith brings all the wit and deft characterization of his No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series to
this reimagining of Jane Austen’s classic. . . . The lessons and pleasures of her tale are timeless.” —People
Magazine
 
“With his fluent, soothing prose . . . [McCall Smith] takes Jane’s characters and invites them warmly into our
world. . . . We like his Emma, a contemporary small-town girl who worries over dinner parties, pours gin and
tonics and drives a Mini Cooper—much to the delight of her friend Harriet. . . . Jane Austen is incomparable,
but if she were still with us, I can see her hastily tucking away her handwritten notes and extending her hand
to Mr. McCall Smith.” —Brigitte Weeks, The Washington Post
 
“The Jane Austen we know is delicious enough on her own, but Austen filtered through the mind of Scottish
author Alexander McCall Smith  could be the best of both possible worlds. . . . Certainly unmistakable is
Emma, Austen’s heroine, a born controller who believes (with unshakable certainty in both books) that other
people’s happiness can be arranged for them and that she is just the one to do it. . . . This rewarding read is a
fascinating pastiche of two of the most enjoyable writers in the British tradition.” —BookPage
 
“[McCall Smith’s] latter-day Emma possesses all the youth and beauty and a good deal of the wit of Jane
Austen’s heroine. . . . McCall Smith has written a delightfully droll, thoughtful novel that reflects on
money’s enduring role in relationships as well as on the nature of this meddlesome heroine’s long-lived
appeal. ” —Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jenny Perez:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Emma: A Modern Retelling. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Emma: A Modern
Retelling. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be



known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Irene Carpenter:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Emma: A Modern
Retelling suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Emma: A Modern Retellingis the main of several books which everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Estela Gillard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Emma: A Modern Retelling was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Leroy Barker:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Emma: A Modern Retelling we can have more advantage. Don't someone to
be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Emma: A Modern
Retelling. You can more appealing than now.
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