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Over the last 30 years, Martin Puryear has created a body of work that defies
categorization, creating sculpture that examines identity, culture and history.
Departing from the impersonal and machined aesthetic of Minimalism, Puryear's
work combines Modernist abstraction with the traditions of crafts and
woodworking, in shapesinformed by the natural and by ordinary objects, made
with materials such astar, wood, stone and wire. It is quiet but deliberately
associative, encompassing wide-reaching cultural and intellectual experiences
and drawing on a huge and varied reserve of images, ideas and information. Asa
high school and college student, the artist studied ornithology, falconry and
archery, and in the 1960s he volunteered with the Peace Corpsin Sierra Leone,
where he schooled himself in the region's indigenous crafts; these are only afew
of the influences and methods that have embedded themselvesin hiswork. And
the sources of hisworks are no less varied than the possible and open-ended
interpretations: "1 think there are anumber of levels at which my work can be
dealt with and appreciated,” Puryear said in a1978 interview. "It gives me
pleasure to feel there'salevel that doesn't require knowledge of, or immersion in,
the aesthetic of a given time or place.”

Thisvolume is published on the occasion of the artist's Fall 2007 exhibition at
The Museum of Modern Art, which travels from New Y ork to Fort Worth,
Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. It follows Puryear's development from his
first solo show in 1977 to new works that are presented here for the first time and
contains essays by John Elderfield, Michael Auping and Elizabeth Reede, and a
conversation with the artist by Richard Powell.
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Over the last 30 years, Martin Puryear has created a body of work that defies categorization, creating
sculpture that examines identity, culture and history. Departing from the impersonal and machined aesthetic
of Minimalism, Puryear's work combines Modernist abstraction with the traditions of crafts and
woodworking, in shapes informed by the natural and by ordinary objects, made with materials such astar,
wood, stone and wire. It is quiet but deliberately associative, encompassing wide-reaching cultural and
intellectual experiences and drawing on a huge and varied reserve of images, ideas and information. Asa
high school and college student, the artist studied ornithology, falconry and archery, and in the 1960s he
volunteered with the Peace Corpsin Sierra Leone, where he schooled himself in the region's indigenous
crafts; these are only afew of the influences and methods that have embedded themselvesin hiswork. And
the sources of hisworks are no less varied than the possible and open-ended interpretations: "l think there are
anumber of levels at which my work can be dealt with and appreciated,” Puryear said in a 1978 interview.
"It gives me pleasureto feel there'salevel that doesn't require knowledge of, or immersion in, the aesthetic
of agiven time or place.”

Thisvolume is published on the occasion of the artist's Fall 2007 exhibition at The Museum of Modern Art,
which travels from New Y ork to Fort Worth, Washington, D.C. and San Francisco. It follows Puryear's
development from hisfirst solo show in 1977 to new works that are presented here for the first time and
contains essays by John Elderfield, Michael Auping and Elizabeth Reede, and a conversation with the artist
by Richard Powell.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Martin Puryear's scul pture has received increasing acclaim in the years since 1989, when he was awarded a
MacArthur Foundation grant and the grand prize at the S&o Paulo Bienal, where he was the sole United
States representative. Prepared to accompany a 1991 exhibition of hiswork at the Art Institute of Chicago,
this cleanly designed and generously formatted catalog reflects the powerful simplicity of Puryear's work.
Between two informative essays by Robert Starr and Neal Benezra, then curator of 20th-century painting and
sculpture at the Art Institute, is a generous plate section reproducing more than 30 of Puryear's major works
from 1974 to 1990. His sculpture is both meticulously crafted and completely unbound, evoking the most
elemental forms of nature and landscape.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
EloiseTorres:

This Martin Puryear book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This Martin Puryear
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Martin Puryear can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves turn
out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Martin Puryear having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Susan Romer o:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Martin Puryear as the daily resource information.

Michael Crew:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know everything
we would like. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Martin Puryear was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike currently,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Patsy Kuster:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media socia including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Martin Puryear when you essential it?
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