
More Than Just The Music: Essays in Lyric
Analysis and Topical Identification

By B. Lee Cooper, Frank W. Hoffmann, Stephen D. Briggs, William L.
Schurk

More Than Just The Music: Essays in Lyric Analysis and Topical
Identification By B. Lee Cooper, Frank W. Hoffmann, Stephen D. Briggs,
William L. Schurk

This investigation of public memory and popular music assesses sound
recordings from a thematic perspective. Lyric analysis is utilized to identify and
interpret several persistent topics that resonate in the words of hundreds of
popular recordings. The specific topics highlighted in this study include answer
songs, bridges, bees, Christmas recordings, coffee, obesity, tears and weeping,
technological innovations, teenage imagery, and the Vietnam War. Thematic
diversity prevails. As the audio lens provides numerous lyrical snapshot of
American life, each chapter in this volume becomes a topical gallery.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
B. Lee Cooper is a freelance writer and popular music critic. Over the past 40 years he has been a professor
of history and American culture, a dean of students, a provost and vice president for academic affairs, and a
university president. He holds degrees from Bowling Green State University (B.S., 1964), Michigan State
University (M.A., 1965), Ohio State University (Ph.D., 1971), and Newman University (D.H.L., 2009). He
also studied at the Institute for Educational Management (I.E.M., 1980) at Harvard University. Dr. Cooper
has an avid interest in 20th Century American popular music. He collects blues, doo-wop, novelty,
rockabilly, and rock 'n' roll recordings. His scholarly pursuits in popular music include bibliography,
discography, lyric analysis, song theme identification, and biographical studies. Dr. Cooper has authored
more than 500 book and record reviews and over 150 articles that have appeared in 40 different scholarly
journals and music magazines. He has also published 15 books, including A RESOURCE GUIDE TO
THEMES IN CONTEMPORARY SONG LYRICS, 1950-1985 (Greenwood Press, 1986), ROCK MUSIC
IN AMERICAN POPULAR CULTURE -- 3 Volumes (Haworth, 1995, 1997, 1999), THE POPULAR
MUSIC HANDBOOK (Libraries Unlimited, 2004), and NEW ORLEANS MUSIC: LEGACY AND
SURVIVAL (Routledge, 2008). In 1983 he received the ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award for excellence in
music research after publication of IMAGES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY IN POPULAR MUSIC (Nelson-
Hall, 1982). Dr. Cooper is currently President and CEO of Popular Music Research, Ltd., a voluntary
association of scholars and teachers who assist young writers with music-related projects.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled More Than Just The Music: Essays in Lyric Analysis and
Topical Identification. Try to face the book More Than Just The Music: Essays in Lyric Analysis and
Topical Identification as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Charles Eiland:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book More Than Just The
Music: Essays in Lyric Analysis and Topical Identification. All type of book could you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.



Loretta Claybrooks:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this More Than Just The Music: Essays in Lyric Analysis and
Topical Identification can make you really feel more interested to read.

Daniel McDonald:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
So you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this More Than Just The Music:
Essays in Lyric Analysis and Topical Identification.
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