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This highly original interpretation of Paul by the Jewish philosopher of religion
Jacob Taubes was presented in a number of lectures held in Heidelberg toward
the end of his life, and was regarded by him as his “spiritual testament.” Taubes
engages with classic Paul commentators, including Karl Barth, but also situates
the Pauline text in the context of Freud, Nietzsche, Benjamin, Adorno, Scholem,
and Rosenzweig. In his distinctive argument for the apocalyptic-revolutionary
potential of Romans, Taubes also takes issue with the “political theology”
advanced by the conservative Catholic jurist Carl Schmitt. Taubes’s reading has
been crucial for a number of interpretations of political theology and of
Paul?including those of Jan Assmann and Giorgio Agamben?and it belongs to a
wave of fresh considerations of Paul’s legacy (Boyarin, Lyotard, Badiou, Zîzêk).
Finally, Taubes’s far-ranging lectures provide important insights into the singular
experiences and views of this unconventional Jewish intellectual living in post-
Holocaust Germany.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As always with Taubes, it is all very apocalyptic and reasonably brilliant or, at least, brilliantly distorted and
filled with strokes of genius?the genius of a charlatan at his very, very best." (Hebraic Political Studies)

From the Inside Flap

This highly original interpretation of Paul by the Jewish philosopher of religion Jacob Taubes was presented
in a number of lectures held in Heidelberg toward the end of his life, and was regarded by him as his
“spiritual testament.” Taubes engages with classic Paul commentators, including Karl Barth, but also situates
the Pauline text in the context of Freud, Nietzsche, Benjamin, Adorno, Scholem, and Rosenzweig. In his
distinctive argument for the apocalyptic-revolutionary potential of Romans, Taubes also takes issue with the
“political theology” advanced by the conservative Catholic jurist Carl Schmitt. Taubes’s reading has been
crucial for a number of interpretations of political theology and of Paul—including those of Jan Assmann
and Giorgio Agamben—and it belongs to a wave of fresh considerations of Paul’s legacy (Boyarin, Lyotard,
Badiou, Zîzêk). Finally, Taubes’s far-ranging lectures provide important insights into the singular
experiences and views of this unconventional Jewish intellectual living in post-Holocaust Germany.

About the Author
The late Jacob Taubes held the chair in Hermeneutics at the Free University of Berlin. In the U.S., he taught
as a visiting professor at Harvard. Taubes apparently published little during his lifetime, but had a very great
influence as a teacher. In addition to the present posthumous volume, the Assmanns and others have edited a
collection of his writings from 1953-1983 entitled Vom Kult zur Kultur: Bausteine zu einer Kritik der
historischen Vernunft; two volumes of his works are currently coming out from Suhrkamp. This would be his
first book to be translated into English. Aleida Assmann is Professor of English Literature and Literary
Theory at the University of Konstanz. Jan Assmann is Professor of Egyptology at the University of
Heidelberg. Moses the Egyptian: An Essay in Mnemohistory (Harvard, 1997) and Re and Amun: The Crisis
of Polytheism in New Kingdom Egypt (Routledge, Chapman, & Hall, 1995) are his books to appear in
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Bonk:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in
the Present) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural
Memory in the Present) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present). You never really feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Chris Moore:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present)
as the daily resource information.

Lois Huseby:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present). You can more appealing than now.

Manuel Frazier:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural
Memory in the Present) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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